
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

SEEING POTENTIAL 
 

Sometimes people know us better than we know ourselves. Sometimes people see potential in 
us that we fail to see in ourselves. 
 

A coach, for example, might move a player from the position he or she has been playing for the 
past season since the coach recognizes that the player has skills that would blossom in another 
position. 
 

A teacher might encourage a student in her English class to compete in a state-wide essay 
contest because she has seen wonderful skills of expression and creativity in that student’s 
writing assignments. 
 

A committee of citizens might encourage a respected, self-effacing neighbor to run for town 
council since they recognize admirable qualities of leadership and integrity in that person. 
 

Sometimes people seem to know us better than we know ourselves and they encourage us to 
move in directions that we might never take on our own. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 1:14-20), four fishermen are going about their usual tasks. The 
brothers, Peter and Andrew, are casting their nets, hoping for a catch. While the brothers, 
James and John, are sitting in a boat mending their fishing nets. 
 

These four fishermen might have hoped in the future to increase their take of fish, to own more 
boats, to employ more men, and become more successful. But would they ever have imagined 
what they would eventually become? Would Peter, Andrew, James, and John have ever 
thought they would become disciples of an itinerant rabbi who would be proclaimed Messiah, 
Lord, and Son of God? Would they have ever dreamed they would become dynamic preachers, 
expellers of demons, healers of the sick, writers of religious texts, and respected leaders? 
Would any of them have ever fantasized that they would be remembered by name some 1,950 
years after their death? 
 

Yet Jesus called those four. He did not call everyone fishing on the Sea of Galilee that day, nor 
did he call everyone in Zebedee's boat mending their nets. He called Peter, Andrew, James and 
John to follow him. He must have seen in them a desire for God, a hunger for something more, 
the courage to change, a willingness to risk, and an openness to go where God might lead. Jesus 
saw in them what they themselves did not recognize. 
 

Like Peter, Andrew, James, and John we too have been called by the Lord through the 
Sacraments, through the Scriptures, and through the circumstances of our life, to follow him as 
his disciples and as members of his Church. And like Peter, Andrew, James, and John we have 



been called because the Lord sees what we could become. The Lord recognizes our potential to 
become good and holy people. 
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